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BEAUTY IN TERRA COTTA. 



The use of terra cotta, for modeling into various 
forms of beauty approaching the high art of sculpture, 
and when finished only less valuable than the chiseled 
marble or the laboriously founded bronze, — is far 
too little understood in 
America ; although in 
some quarters the ne- 
glect seems to be appre- 
ciated, and from some 
of the young terra-cotta 
laboratories there will no 
doubt be exhibited at 
Philadelphia, specimens 
of great beauty and of 
no inconsiderable value. 
Meanwhile, in Europe, 
the art of moulding in 
terra cotta has long been 
a subject of pride, and 
the works produced have 
called forth the applause 
of many of the highest 
critics in the world of 
art. At the Paris Expo- 
sition of 1867, the works 
in this clay quite divided 
attention with the ad^ 
mirable bronzes ; and at 
the Vienna Exhibition 
of 1873, a still higher 
advance was shown in 
the work. We present, 
herewith, a very fine re- 
presentation of a flower- 
stand which attracted 
much attention at Vien- 
na — the modeling done 
by the celebrated Aus- 
trian artist 'in that mate- 
rial. Von Richter, after 
a design by Professor 
Valentine Teirich, who 
certainly, in the concep- 
tion, showed not only 
his own fine artistic 
taste and judgment, but 
who also displayed an 
excellent knowledge of 
the capabilities of the 
material to be employed 
— no slight object in de- 
signing works in more 
or less flexible sub- 
stances, as many of those 
laboring after these de- 
signs have frequent and 
not always pleasant oc- 
casion to understand. 



have either known the Catskills in earlier days, when 
not so much overrun by summer visitors or tourists 
as at the present time, — or who have, even of late 
years, explored the wilder and more solitary portions 
of the range, climbing the North Mountain, the Round 
Top, the High Peak, and others, and ''doing" the 



A BEAR HUNT. 



Most of those who on- 
ly know the eastern edge 
of the Catskill Moun- 
tains, through having 
spent a few hours or a 
few days at the Moun- 
tain House or the Lau- 
rel, during the boarding- 
season of some fashion- 
able summer, with their 
excursions extended, at 

furthest, to the lake,- the Kauterskill Falls, or that 
portion of the Clove which can be reached in an 
hour's ride — most of those, we say, will be disposed 
to look upon the idea of bear-hunting in the Catskills 
(of which our graphic picture, "A Bear Hunt," pre- 
sents so forcible an illustration) as one of the most 
pronounced of jokes, very little removed from the 
droll Munchausenism of that genius who made so 
assured a sensation by describing his whaling-voyage 
on the Erie Canal ! Many others, meanwhile, who 




TERRA-COTTA FLOWER-STAND. ^ Designed by Prof. Valentine Teirich. 



more difficult regions around Big Indian Station — 
entirely beyond the range of fashion and flirtation — 
these others may form a very diff"erent opinion as to 
there really being beasts worthy of the hunter's skill 
and his ready rifle, in a mountain range no further 
away from the metropolis than what the Frenchman 
called '' Les Montagues de Tuer les Chats" ("The 
Mountains of Kill-the-Cats "). And among those 
whose earlier experience with dogs and rifle, amid 
the fallen timber and the thorny thickets of the west- 



ern part of the range, enables him at once to speak 
and draw with fidelity, in connection with the sub- 
ject, is Mr. John S. Davis, the artist now becoming 
so well known to The Aldine art lovers, and to 
whom we are indebted for the picture referred to. 
Some of tlic dilettanti will probably take exception to 

Mr. Davis's picture, as 
lacking in that delicacy 
and refinement consid- 
ered necessary by those 
who "die of a rose, in 
aromatic pain ; " but let 
one of these take a turn 
at the particular sport 
under notice, in snow 
and slush, over fallen 
trees and through briers, 
with Bruin equally fugi- 
tive and dangerous, and 
the labor enough to dis- 
courage any one not im- 
bued with the peculiar 
spirit of the sportsman, 
— then the opinions of 
these delicate people 
may change, alike with 
reference to the sport 
and the picture illus- 
trating it. They may 
even be able to cry, fan- 
cying Davis himself at 
one time astride of the 
log and harking on his 
hounds, and later en- 
gaged in portraying the 
exciting details of the 
pursuit: "Well done, 
old fellow! — artist and 
sportsman are alike up 
to the requirements of 
the position ! " 

By the way, and apro- 
pos of this whole sub- 
ject — there are bears, 
sometimes, even in sum- 
mer, much nearer to 
that populous haunt, 
the Mountain House, 
than many would be 
disposed to believe ; and 
much merriment and a 
little anxiety were ex- 
cited there, not many 
summers ago, by the 
adventures of a couple 
of lovers who had been 
indulging in moonlight 
and the South Moun- 
tain, in connection. Ac- 
cording to the story 
which both told on their 
hurried return to the 
house, they had seen a 
dark and bulky figure 
creeping stealthily to- 
ward them, at no great 
distance, fi-om a clump 
of thick trees and brush- 
wood ; and according to 
the continued relation 
(in which both again 
agreed), the lover had 
started, on first impulse, 
to run away from his 
lady-love and leave her as a meal for the dusky in- 
truder, — followed by his recollecting himself, draw- 
ing his formidable weapon, a pen-knife of two-inch 
blade, and making for the object of momentary terror. 
All this followed and concluded, by Bruin, probably 
quite as much terrified as either of his supposable vic- 
tims, wheeling and taking again to the thicket — 
driven away, as the lover would have it, and the lady 
and others tried to believe, by the flash of the moon- 
light on the deadly blade threatening his weasand. 



